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SOCIAL INNOVATION GRANTS PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Community Services 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Community Services) [2.04 pm]: I welcome this 

opportunity to inform the house about several projects that are taking creative new approaches to addressing the 

needs of their communities. These projects have been made possible by the state government’s social innovation 

grants program which, since commencing in January 2011, has awarded more than $6.2 million to 18 deserving 

community service providers.  

The social innovation grants program will provide a total of $14 million over four years to the not-for-profit 

sector. The state government firmly believes that this grants program will make a significant contribution 

towards encouraging a culture of innovation in the delivery of human services in Western Australia. The social 

innovation grants program is part of a suite of initiatives implemented by the Liberal–National government to 

help community organisations deliver better social services to Western Australians in need. We have allocated 

an additional $600 million over the next four years to ensure sustainable funding to the not-for-profit sector as 

well as providing $10 million in the 2011–12 budget to the community development investment fund, which 

provides low-interest loans to eligible community sector organisations.  

Social innovation is about developing new ideas and new models or services that will better meet community 

needs and reap greater social outcomes. To be socially innovative, an organisation must understand the needs of 

the community it serves and be willing to try new or different approaches to meet those needs in a targeted way. 

This government acknowledges that the not-for-profit sector is best placed to understand and respond to the 

needs of communities and through this grants program we can help organisations to advance the delivery of 

social services at a local level.  

Last week I had the honour of visiting several recipients of the latest funding round to learn more about the 

innovative projects they are spearheading. I visited the Hills Community Support Group to present it with a grant 

for its Swan Networks Engagement, Strategy, Training project. Recognising the need to develop strong inter-

sector partnerships to benefit vulnerable young people in the community, the NEST project provides an 

innovative approach to collaboration by focusing on the interaction between the Hills Community Support 

Group, local business and industry. Project activities will include the development of online resources for the 

youth sector, workforce development for community youth centres and services, and the development of a 

framework for a whole-of-community approach to supporting young people as active participants in the 

community.  

I also had the opportunity to see firsthand the new program being undertaken by the Balga Detached Youth 

Work project. The Solid Youth: Building Better Futures program takes an innovative approach to working with 

young Indigenous people and their families. Through a partnership with Polytechnic West and the Department of 

Housing, the project will work with Indigenous youth to promote family engagement, foster work aspirations 

and develop participants’ employability and home tenancy management skills. It is designed to improve young 

people’s sense of self-worth and motivation, and increase their participation in education, training, employment 

and community life.  

A social innovation grant will also enable St Bartholomew’s House to trial an innovative approach to breaking 

the homelessness cycle. For nearly 50 years, St Bart’s has been at the forefront of tackling homelessness in 

Perth. Now through its A Good Life project, people experiencing chronic and long-term homelessness will be 

able to access intensive ongoing support. Over an 18-month period, clients will receive one-on-one support, 

enabling project workers to track and assess clients’ progress. The project’s activities will include individualised 

case coordination, integration and linking to existing services. St Bart’s project workers will have the means 

necessary to provide therapeutic and practical assistance to clients. I have no doubt this project will prove to be 

hugely beneficial, and a great example of best practice in social innovation.  

These are just three of the many new projects made possible with the government’s social innovation grants, and 

the feedback we have so far received in response to the program as a whole is extremely encouraging. Last 

month a forum was held for grant recipients to share information and lessons learned through their projects. The 

benefits of the grants program they highlighted included the challenge it poses to innovate beyond conventional 

methods of service delivery; the way in which its broad criteria provides organisations with the flexibility to 

experiment; and the opportunities it offers to increase linkages between the community and the government 

sector.  

As well as congratulating the recipients of these grants for their creativity and diligence, I would also like to 

commend the Department for Communities for the good work it has done in administering this program on 

behalf of the state government. In particular, I would like to acknowledge the department’s efforts in providing 

assistance, advice and feedback to the hundreds of organisations that have so far applied to the program.  
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The fifth round of the social innovation grants program has now commenced. Guidelines and application forms 

are available through the department’s website. I strongly encourage all members to actively promote this 

program to prospective organisations within their electorates, because by encouraging innovation in our not-for-

profit sector now, we will have more efficient and effective community services for Western Australians in the 

future.  

 


